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Our mission 

is to enhance the 

lives of children 

and young adults

facing extraordinary

cognitive, emotional, 

social and physical

challenges through the

therapeutic benefits of

horseback riding and

unmounted activities.
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F or the past five years, on the first 
Saturday in May, we have hosted 
Friends For Tomorrow’s most 

important fundraiser, the Run for Our Roses 
Fundraiser and Kentucky Derby Reception. This 
year’s event was particularly special as it marked 
our 20th year of bringing children and horses 
together. 

From what began with founder Diane as the 
only instructor, a donated horse, use of a 
site, discounted board and feed, and three 
riders, Friends For Tomorrow has evolved 
into an organization that has a herd of six 
horses, serves 42 students per week and 
offers 24 students per year participation in our 
unmounted programs Hooves, Paws Claws and 
Pony Partners. While we continue to operate 
on a donated site, Friends For Tomorrow 
has grown into an established non-profit 
organization that provides tailored one-on-one 
lessons, enriching the physical, emotional and 
spiritual growth of every student, and offers a 
supportive community for parents.

The evening began with a Kentucky Derby 
Reception. Guests were offered mint juleps 
and Derby-themed hors d’oeuvres while a live 
telecast of the 140th running of the Kentucky 
Derby played overhead on a large 
screen. Following the reception and 
dinner, our guests were able to see 
and feel the essence of our program 
watching a video* featuring three 
students: Amadi, Julian and Maddie. 
As Diane, founder of Friends For 
Tomorrow, said at the event, “As you 
have just seen, our students and their 
parents are delighted to share stories 
of the acceptance, unconditional 
friendship, strength and inspiration that 

Fifth Annual Run for Our Roses Fundraiser and Kentucky Derby Reception 
Celebrat ing 20 years of Br inging Chi ldren and Horses Together

are nurtured at Friends For Tomorrow. Smiles, 
laughter, learning and challenge are woven 
together every afternoon.” A link to the video is 
listed at the end of this article.

Diane also shared her wishes for Friends For 
Tomorrow’s years ahead, “Tonight, and in 
our future, I ask you to join in our hopes and 

aspirations for a bright and lasting legacy. 
Your generosity and involvement on any level, 
from donor to volunteer to joining the board 
of an extraordinary organization, are critical to 
developing the next strong and vital generation, 
not only of my dreams, but those of the Friends 
For Tomorrow families, who are the reason we 
exist”, said Diane.

Once again we welcomed auctioneer, Rich 
Terrio of Auction Knights, to share in the 
exciting evening. Rich teased out the generous 
and competitive spirit of our guests during the 
silent auction. The 10 highly desirable auction 

Smiles, laughter, learning and  
challenge are woven together 
every afternoon.

“
“
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Dear Friends,
Twenty years…

A generation of time…

Slow maturity that has yielded 
great bounty for so many 
people.

During our first year, great 
hope became a dream realized. Friends For 
Tomorrow (FFT) was created, a recognized 
non-profit organization, whose success rested 
in the hands of volunteers, a small handful 
of donors and advisors, and ultimately in the 
hearts of the endearing young riders and their 
families who joined us. Andrew and Morgan 
giggled and jostled their way through our first 
rides together; volunteers Carol Bailey and 
her daughter Kristen and friend Jessie were 
the reason I was able to pursue a dream most 
people questioned. 

If I could choose one thing to pass on, it would 
be to encourage our children to always feel 
what is in their hearts, and never to let go of 
a dream. I believe that, in that spirit, we have 
enabled some of the hopes of our riders and 
their parents and siblings to be fulfilled. Smiles, 
laughter, learning and challenge are woven 
together every afternoon. Your generosity 
throughout the first generation of FFT is the 
reason we are here, and strong, and have 
grown exponentially with each year. 

•	 From	3	students	and	their	families	our	
first year, to more than 50 students we 
serve each year today– together we have 
welcomed more than 235 students. We 
have provided scholarship funding to 
more than 60 families. The majority of our 
students stay with us for several years, 
some more than 12, and several now 
work as mentors and volunteers for our 
incoming students. 

•	 Three	extraordinarily	generous	families	
have offered the use of their private homes 
to ensure Friends For Tomorrow has a 
place to call our home. Fifteen horses 
have allowed us to partner with them, 

trusting, accepting, 
and yes, even enjoying 
the many abilities 
and challenges our 
students present. Their patience, tolerance, 
curiosity and friendliness are extraordinary. 
Again, a creation we all are a part of.

•	 Eight	talented	instructors	have	devoted	
their time and careers to lead more than 
15,000 lessons.

•	 And	most	importantly,	joy	and	gentle	
support has been offered by more than 300 
volunteers.

•	 Together,	we	have	changed	the	lives	of	
more than a thousand individuals, in my 
conservative observation, through bringing 
together children and horses.

In contrast to the success story we share, the 
reality of the needs we face is still great and 
increases with each passing year. During recent 
years, the funding trend from foundations and 
granting agencies appears to be focused on 
larger and better known organizations, rather 
than those that are smaller and serve fewer 
clients. Well recognized programs with more 
expansive budgets are more appealing, yet the 
need for every program is strong, including 
ours, as proven by our wait list of more than 80 
students. We need you to nurture our strong 
foundation, to build our future, and to provide 
for the next generation of Friends For Tomorrow.

For our future, I ask you to join in our hopes and 
aspirations for a bright and lasting legacy. Your 
generosity and involvement on any level are 
critical to developing the next strong and vital 
generation, not only of my dreams, but those of 
the FFT families, who are the reason we exist.

Thank you all for being with me for the journey, 
especially to my family and my beautiful children 
who share me with love in their hearts. I offer 
my sincere and humble gratitude for the many 
ways you support Friends For Tomorrow. May all 
good things come your way, as they have for us 
these last twenty years, and with grace and hard 
work, for the next twenty to come.
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Christopher Lippert 
Joins the Board of Directors
We are excited to announce the addition of Christopher 
Lippert to the Friends For Tomorrow Board of Overseers.
Mr. Lippert’s passion for helping people with disabilities 
was formed through his own experience of raising a child 
with physical challenges. He has previously been involved 
with a therapeutic horseback riding program and currently 
volunteers with the Boy Scouts of American in the Boston 
Minuteman Council assisting scouts who have disabilities. 
Chris grew up in Michigan and currently resides in North 
Reading. He earned a BA from Albion College and an MBA 
from Boston College.

We had an exciting opportunity this past November to 
support another local non-profit organization and raise funds 
for Friends For Tomorrow. On Saturday, November 23rd, a 
team of Friends For Tomorrow (FFT) runners and walkers 
participated in the Small Miracles in Life Exist (SMILE Mass) 
Gobble Wobble 5K in Sudbury. We were very excited to be a 
part of this fundraiser! Our FFT team included Jon Drew, Leah 
Drew, Aaron Drew, Kate Payne, and Emilie Auger. Way to go 
runners! Each team member solicited pledges, resulting in 
more than $1,300 in donations for our program! 

SMILE Mass, founded by two Friends For Tomorrow families, 
is a wonderful 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated 
to providing happy, healthy memories to families living with 
children and adults with disabilities. Their most recent project 
included the Beach Project where they supplied 24 floating 
beach-accessible wheelchairs to beaches on Cape Cod. For 
a complete list of beaches, visit http://smilemass.org/beach-
project.html.

Friends For Tomorrow is proud to be a part of the SMILE 
Mass fundraising effort in helping families with disabled 
children and adults around the state! 

Beginning on Fridays, from September 5th through 
November 7th, our fall empowerment group for girls 

between the ages of 8 – 11 years old will be held. This 10–
week unmounted program is appropriate for able-bodied 
girls who have a love of animals and who are struggling 
socially, personally and/or academically as they approach 
the middle school years. They will learn about teamwork, 
the behaviors of and caring for a horse, and receive an 
introduction to horseback riding lessons.

Fall Pony Partners Program

For more information about this program, visit our website 
at www.friendsfortomorrow.org/program.html. To join this 
upcoming session, contact our Program Coordinator and 
Head Instructor Lucy Cornish at lucyfcornish@gmail.com

FFT Gobble Wobbles with SMILE Mass

Occasionally we have the good fortune to join fundraising 
forces with local businesses. This spring, The Paint Bar in 
Newton hosted a number of Friends For Tomorrow parents, 
staff and supporters for a “Mix it Up and Paint!” evening. 
Thank you to Jill and Judy at The Paint Bar for providing all of 
us with a creative and fun-draising night out!

The FFT team and a SMILE Mass beach-accessible wheelchair.
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Thank You
Champion 
The Bailey Foundation
George & Roberta Berry
Russell Campanello & Betsey Yeats 
Charlie Cornish & John Crisafulli
Ralph & Joanie Crowley
Nick & Joyce DePasquale
Steven Durante & Andrea Greiff
Fritz & Sally Ferbert
Mark & Elizabeth Ferber
Susan Halby
Byron & Kelvey Woodman
The Wise Family

Sponsor 
Robert King & Marianne Baxter
Peter Belson & Marjorie Schaffel
Basil & Sarah Bennett
John Berry
Nicholas Chigas
Eve Marie Corning
Bill & Lucy Cornish
Gene & Anne DeFilippo
Arthur & Maureen Demoulas, 
 Demoulas Super Markets, Inc. 
Jon & Rachel Drew
Beth & Gerard Du Toit
George & Susan Gorman Family Fund
Barbara & Richard Lestage, in honor 
 of George & Roberta Berry
Andrea & Paul Matos
Ben & Frannie Moyer
Beryl Moyer
Mundt Family Foundation
The Neil & Anna Rasmussen Foundation

Supporter
Drs. Bud Allen & Robin Karlin
Joel & Bonnie Berman
Charles D. Berry Fund
Buehler Realty Trust
Charlotte Bogardus
Hal Cash & Bill Bogardus
Susan & Jeff Denham
Stephen & Susan Dooley
Ilda Faria
The William Fisher Charitable Fund
George & Marian Frick
Tom Goodwille & Tesi Kohlenberg
Stephen & Lorna Granco
Jeff & Jane Jenkins
Marjorie Keenoy
Brian & JJ Lanigan
Dennis & Jeannie Lieb
Lee & Rose McGowan
Tom & Denise McNamara
Peter & Isabel Moyer
Drs. Nelson Ruiz Opazo 
 & Victoria Herrera
Vincent & Maggy Pietropaolo
Karen Prince & Jeff Hacker
Robert Spence & Deryl Humphrey
Michael & Paulette Tattersall
Christopher & Lori Wadsworth

Friend 
Christopher Abel & Mary Dingman-Abel,
 in honor of Pete & Allie Richardson
David & Lynne Adamian
Seth Adams
Lois Adams & Sara Bardzik
Pyrra Alnot
Chris & Brenda Arena
Kris Auger & Diane Lesneski Auger
Gary Austin
Marie Louise Barrett
Andrea Batista-Garraway
Craig Belson
Catherine Bence
Loren & Esther Berry
Dennis Bertulli
Dudley Blodget, in honor of 
 Allie Richardson
Erinn Boon
Rolf & Barbara Briggs,
 Tree Specialists, Inc.
Johnathan Brown
Pamela Brown
Michael & Jennifer Buckley
Paul & Elizabeth Beukema
Bill & Mary Burtis
Tamara Busch
Richard & Winnie Callahan
Nicholas Carr
George & Molly Carr
Thomas & Linda Charlton, in memory of 
 Theresa, Timmy & Beeps
Drs. Jóse Garcia-Lopez and Kate Chope 
Scott Clerarael
Neil & Diane Cohen
Ruben Colon & Krissy Pomerleau
Edward & Elizabeth Comstock, in honor
 of Maureen Doren McNichol
John and Pamla Covert
Kristen Demick
Susan & Jeffrey Denham
David & Barbara Denton
Lillian DePasquale
Pamela Diener
Kerri Dinan
Lucy Dinatale
Tom & Nancy Dingman
James & Amy Doherty
Catherine Kier Drew
Richard Drew
Peter & Elaine Economopoulos, in
 memory of Kiki Mitaras
Bill & Susan Ellerkamp
Kate Etcheverry
Julianne Etcheverry
Rob Fallon & Jennifer Monaghan
Herbert & Jean Farnsworth
Stan Feinberg
Roger & Judy Feingold, in honor of
 George & Roberta Berry
Lisa Fiore
Tom Fleming & Anne Wilkes
Julia Fogwill
Kevin Fogwill
Maureen Foley
Churchill & Janet Franklin
Lawrence & Marjorie Franko
Lisa Freed & Rob Ackerman
Harley Freedman & Ena Sandler
Claire Gauthier
Sam Gifford

Janice Gilman
Jim & Theresa Gilman
Dan Gleason
Scott & Leslie Goldberg
Michael Gormley
John & Margit Griffith
Eric Harnden & Jill Guzzi
Jill Harrison, Artworks 
Gerald & Barbara Harting, in honor of 
 Fiona McHarg
Elaine Parker Hawkes
Julia Hibben
Sylvia C. Hnat, in memory of 
 Mary Moench Lesneski
Krista Hoey
Hary Hokianto
Michelle Holmes & Joe Midolo
Alice Hunter
Elizabeth Jackson
Jim & Kris Jaillet
Jenn’s Tack & Blanket Service, LLC
Jewish Community Foundation, in honor 
 of Hannah Belson
Morgan Jiang
Peter & Carol Johnson
Judith Keating
William & Laura Keating
Healther & Joseph Kelley, in honor of 
 Riley Morrison-Deutsch
Adam & Rachelle Rosi-Kessel
Charles & Karen Ketchen, in honor of 
 George & Roberta Berry
Bill & Deborah Kinch
Lauren & Nicholas Kondon, DMD
Jim & Judi Kotanchik
David & Kathleen Lang
Richard Lavoie
Guy & Barbara Leedom
Daniel & Lisa Lenox
Reid & Dawn Lesneski
Jennifer Linehan & Torin Fitton
Chrisptopher Lippert & Gerti Engel
Kathleen Lomatoski
Cathryn & Bruce Long, in honor of 
 Ellen Hamilton & Alissa Long
Ralph & Linda Loren
Leon Markoff
Margaret Breed Marsh
Cynthia McComiskey
Paul Merchant
Peter & Isabel Meyer
Paul Molloy
Robert Fallon & Jennifer Monaghan
Ed & Karen Moran
Carey Morrissey
Philip & Jane Moss
Joseph & Sharon Mullin
Tim & Elizabeth Orie
H. Ivan Orup, Jr., DMD
Shippen Page, in honor of 
 Allie Richardson
Katherine Payne
Stacia Pelletier, in memory of 
 Eugene Pelletier, Jr.
Carl Piepora
Babak Poushanchi
Art & Barbara Powell, in honor of 
 Peter & Allie Richardson
Larry & Kimberley Powers
Kelly Ravanis, and ACE USA
Madeline Reagan
Steven & Debra Reinhardt
Jerry Redington
Suzanne Reiss
Peter & Allie Richardson
Marc Roy
Edward & Elizabeth Saef
Mark Schmidt

Kevin & Barbara Sharkey
Anne & Kevin Shirley
Nick & Megan Sireci
Marjorie Smith
Scott & Kathi Snook
Michelle Sparks
Jae Sparks
Wade & Mary Staniar
Diane Steen
Bruce & Kelly Stoller
Carolyn Sullivan
Murray & Jean Swindell
Chris & Nancy Thomas
Amanda Thomas
Erika Tower
William Tracy, in honor of 
 William Hughs Tracy
Ted and Courtney Trevens
John Vasilakis
Lawrence Louis Velarde
Emilie Welles
Mark & Emmy Whitney
Todd & Kim Whittemore
Victoria Wideman
Priscilla H. Williams, Pumpkin Brook 
 Organic Gardening, Inc.
Bill Wilson & Kathy Johnson
Mark, Marthy & Christina Wyckoff

Foundations & 
Corporate Donors
Acton Lions Club
Benchmark Assisted Living
Christo-Tyrrell Insurance Agency, Inc.
Dynamic Solutions Associates, Inc.
Foundation for Metrowest and
 Nashoba Brooks School
Global Impact, in honor of Terri Karpel
The May Foundation
Middlesex Savings Charitable Foundation
Morgan Stanley, in honor of Nick Chigas
The Paint Bar
Shaw Welding Company, Inc.
Sorrento’s Restaurant
Wells Fargo

In -Kind Donors
Bud Allen, DVM
American Harley-Davidson
Diane Auger
Kris Auger, Homepride, Inc.
Marie Louise Barrett
Bentley University
George & Roberta Berry
Berryfield Farm Staff
The Big Apple Circus
BikeWorx
Barbara Blakeney
Busy Bee Jumpers
Chris Crowley, Horsekneads 
 Equine Therapy
Coming Up Roses
Fritz DeGuglielmo, LLC
Nick DePasquale
Nancy Dingman
Donelan’s Supermarkets, Inc.
Dan Duest, Riding to Raise Money
Trooper PJ Fernadise, 
 Massachusetts State Police
Frito-Lay
Greater Boston Motorsports
Marrisa & Markus Haala
Harley Freedman Visuals
Hecht Horton Partners
Deb Heller
Jackson Richardson Caricatures
Jane Jenkins
Kathy Johnson & Bill Wilson
Terri Karpel
Lynx Audio Services
Middlesex Sheriff’s Department
PJ Murphy, Equine Dentistry
New Balance
Kate Payne
Pepperidge Farm
Polar Beverages
Pete Richardson
Sheldon’s Harley-Davidson
Robert Spence & Deryl Humphrey, 
 Lynx Audio Services
Victor’s Diner
Jack & Joanne Wise
Woodmans

Thank You Acton Lions Club & Foundation for 
MetroWest Youth in Philanthropy Program

Our program wouldn’t exist without the 
generous gifts of individual donors, 

foundations and private organizations. This 
spring we were fortunate to add two new 
organizations to our list of supporters. 

The Acton Lions Club, chartered in 1955, 
currently has 70 members who give their time 
freely to help those in need. In addition to 
eye research, the Acton Lions provide support 
to many local charitable organizations and 
community efforts. 

Also, a very special thank you to the Foundation 
for MetroWest Youth in Philanthropy (YIP) 
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Run for Our Roses

Run for Our Roses auction item donors

items offered to our guests included Boston 
Red Sox EMC tickets for four, two pony parties 
at Berryfield Farm for 12 children, a weekend 
for two at the Newport Mansions Wine & Food 
Festival and the coveted Boston Red Sox VIP 
Experience - a game and dinner with Larry & 
Stacey Lucchino in the owner’s box.

The generous support of friends and families 
helped us raise more than $42,000! The 
proceeds from this evening will help support 
many aspects of our programming: our daily 
lesson programs and the engaging elements that 
encourage creative learning; our equine partners 
and their care; staff development; and much-
needed funds to support the many requests for 
scholarship assistance we receive. 

We extend a special thank you to the many 
volunteers, donors and supporters who make 
this event possible: our event sponsor Wells 
Fargo, Rob Spence and Deryl Humphrey of Lynx 
Audio Services, who for the past four years 
have generously donated their time and use 

continued from page 1

The Arango Family
Atlantis Resort Spa
Kris Auger, Homepride, Inc.
Emilie & Diane Auger
Carol Bailey, CB Photography
ML Barrett
George & Roberta Berry
Berryfield Farm Staff
The Bogardus & Drew Families
The Boston Ballet
The Boston College Athletic Department
 & Jamie DiLoretto
Sam Kennedy & the Boston Red Sox
Breyer Animal Creations
Jennifer Buckley
The Cabot Creamery
City Wine Tours
Mike Cormier, Katey Lesneski 
 & Discover Diving
Eve Corning
Chris Crowley, HKH
Anne & Gene DeFilippo
Nancy & Tom Dingman
Dinner Detective
The dogs of Friends For Tomorrow
East Coast Divers
Julianne Etcheverry
Fritz & Sally Ferbert
The Fireplace
Lizzy Flanagan, Fifth Room Photography
Lisa Freed & iRobot
Drs. Jose Garcia-Lopez & Kate Chope

Janice Gilman
Tom Goodwille & Tesi Kohlenberg
Gourmet Gift Baskets.com
Jill Harrison & David Chrisafi
Harvard Sweet Boutique Gift
Highlights
Jullian’s/Lucky Strike
Stefania at La Residencia Spa
Deborah Locke
LTC Cleaning Company
Larry & Stacey Lucchino 
 & the Boston Red Sox
Magic Beans
Ray McSoley
Karen Moran
Emily Mott, Songiver Studio
New England Revolution
Old Sturbridge Village
The Paint Bar
Peabody Essex Museum
Ed & Janet Perkins
Kelly Pierson
Vincent & Maggie Pietropaolo
Caitlin Pingree & Keurig
Powers Gallery
Matt Prescott 
Pete & Allie Richardson
Salon 160
Scraggy Neck, Joannie Crowley
Six Flags New England
The Snook Family
Sharon Stout 

Summer Sitters, LLC 
Tranquility Day Spa
Vincent Valentine & 
 The Telephone Museum
Vineyard Vines
Wally
Jeannie Watson
Whistlestop Café
Carolyn White & Bentley University
 Women’s Basketball

EVENT VOLUNTEERS
Kris Auger
Dylan Baxter-King
Erinn Boon
Anne DeFilippo
Joyce DePasquale
Nick DePasquale
Nancy Dingman
Kate Etcheverry
Lisa Freed
Kelli Gerrior
Kathy Johnson
Avery MacLean
Pete Richardson
Marjorie Smith
Carolyn Sullivan
Alyssa Wilkes
Anne Wilkes
Christina Wyckoff
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of their audio/visual equipment, 
and Benchmark Assisted Living 
who sponsored the beautiful 
floral centerpieces on each table. 
Student parent Karen Moran 
made the decadent desserts 
enjoyed by all, and special 
thanks to parent guest speaker 
Marianne Baxter for sharing her 
heartwarming story of her son 
Dylan’s experience at Friends For 
Tomorrow.

*The video from this evening 
can be viewed at https://
www.youtube.com/user/
friendsfortomorrow/. 

We look forward to 
welcoming everyone back 
next year for our Sixth 
Annual Run for Our Roses 
Fundraiser & Kentucky 
Derby Reception on 
Saturday, May 2, 2015.

program at Nashoba Brooks School for awarding 
Friends For Tomorrow a grant in support of 
our Pony Partners program. The Foundation 
for MetroWest is committed to educating and 
inspiring the next generation of philanthropists. 
Through their interactive and experiential 
curriculum, they provide the knowledge and 
skills young adults need to become informed 
and educated philanthropists. We are very 
grateful to be chosen for a grant by the Youth in 
Philanthropy participants.

Volunteers Avery and Dylan

FFT staff Lucy, Diane, Janice and Allie

(far right) Acton Lions Club VP, Joe Galletta and his daughter 
Jordan visit Friends For Tomorrow students and staff.

continued from page 4
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Hooves, Paws and Claws 

Hooves, Paws and Claws 
is a six week, around the 
farm social group for young 

adults between 16 - 22 years of age 
with a focus on teaching adult social 
skills and accountability to the group 
and the animals. 

This program is designed to have 
students physically, cognitively and 
socially involved with peers, animals, 
and Friends For Tomorrow staff and 
volunteers, while learning about 
an animal’s needs, as well as the 
care and management involved in 
responsible pet ownership. Students 
will focus each week on an aspect 
of animal care, such as diet, exercise, 
or health, and will work with each 
other and staff to experience the 
animals and what they require. We 
use a learner-centered approach in 
which the students are encouraged 
to ask questions and investigate the 
answers through active engagement, 
observing and manipulating things 
and phenomena, and acquiring or 
discovering knowledge. This program 
will ultimately help students to learn 
about relating to and caring for animals, 
time management and teamwork, while 
developing a strong work ethic. All 
these skills can be transferred outside 
of the barn and will help prepare these 
students for the future.

Why is working with animals good 
for young adults?

1. Animals live in the moment. 
Animals don’t have calendars, cell 
phones, computers or other things to 
occupy their time and create worry 
about the future. Animals exude 
spontaneity, emphasizing the simplicity 
of the moment. 

2. Sincerity. Animals do not tease, 
criticize or use sarcasm - their actions 
and communications are genuine and 
straight from the heart.

3. Increased self-esteem and sense 
of responsibility. Taking care of 
animals and being responsible for their 
physical and emotional needs increases 
young people’s levels of independence 
and responsibility. Helping to take care 
of a pet gives a person a sense of pride 
and accomplishment, especially if the 
animal is able to return the affection.

4. Humor. Animal antics often can 
make us laugh and their playful 
behaviors can engage us and take our 
mind off of our problems and worries, 
even if just for a moment.

5. Increased empathy and nurturing 
behaviors. Being needed is a basic and 
instinctive human desire and animals 
can satisfy that need. Successfully 
working with animals requires one to 
read nonverbal signals and react to 
them in a consistent manner, which is 
the basis of nurturing behaviors. 

Animals used in this program are 
chosen for their gentle temperament 
and workability with children and young 
adults. Some of those animals include 
our therapeutic horses, Newton the 
Mini-Lop Rabbit, Tilley the Hedgehog 
and Itty Bitty the Painted Turtle and 
dogs, Koda, Eva, Finley, and Jackie. 

The six student, two hour class, is 
offered on Friday afternoons from 
3:30 - 5:30 pm. Appropriate students 
for this program are able-bodied, have 
receptive and expressive language, 
can follow directions, and are able to 
do simple tasks with minimal support. 
To learn about future classes, contact 
Programming Director/Instructor Allie 
Richardson at friendsfortomorrow@
gmail.com

Eighth Grade Lincoln Public School students, Harry Hong, Reythiam Romero and Ethan 

Greenberg spent an afternoon in April at Berryfield Farm helping around the farm - 

sweeping, cleaning tack and feeding horses as part of their Freedman’s Bureau Project 

Community Service Day. 

On a separate day, Alexa Kroin and Jennifer Panetta also from Lincoln Public School, 

spent the afternoon as side-walkers and horse leaders for a number of our students 

that afternoon. Max Durante and Harrison Reiter spent several afternoons collecting 

and organizing information to create a list of recreational, social and supportive 

services for our Friends For Tomorrow Community. Friends For Tomorrow families 

contributed their suggestions and favorite organizations that welcome families whose 

needs are diverse.

Alexa Kroin(l), Jennifer Panetta(r) and Rebecca, 
from Lincoln Public School, spent the afternoon 
as side-walkers and horse leaders for a number 
of our students.

Eighth Grade Lincoln Public School Community Service Day
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Pony Partners Parent’s Perspective - Sarah

Q Why did you choose the Friends For Tomorrow Pony Partners Program?

ATwo years ago our older daughter had participated in the Pony Partners 
Program and Sarah was really excited that it was her turn to be a part 

of it as well.

QHow has participating in Pony Partner’s helped your daughter?

AIn a year when the demands at school had become more difficult, Pony 
Partners offered Sarah a happy, accepting environment where she could 

be herself, make new friends and learn about the ponies and herself. 
 

Q What did your daughter enjoy most about coming to Pony Partners?

A Sarah loved coming to Pony Partners each and every Friday! We’d 
drive onto the farm and she’d immediately connect with the beautiful 

surroundings and how excited she was to be there again. She really enjoyed 
being with the other girls in the group and having the chance to develop 
relationships with them. She also loved getting to know the ponies and 
learning about their personalities. It’s a very special program that became a 
sanctuary for her at the end of a long school week. 

Q How has the program affected you as a parent of a child with unique 
challenges?

A Knowing how much she enjoyed the program has reinforced for me 
that no matter the challenges, there are always opportunities for joy 

and magic. 

Q Is there anything else 
you’d like to share with our 

readers about your and/or your 
daughter’s experience at Friends 
For Tomorrow?

AThe Pony Partners program 
has been both wonderfully 

powerful and purposeful in 
our experience. There’s a real 
feeling of connection that takes 
place here and the instructors 
and volunteers are incredibly 
supportive and intuitive and 
helpful. It’s a really special program that supports and nurtures girls in the 
company of beautiful horses and wonderfully kind people!

SAVE THE DATES!

6th Annual 

Run for Our Roses

MAY 2, 2015

Kentucky Derby Reception 
& a Live and Silent Auction

 Concord Country Club

Fundraiser at
Frank’s Steak House

Tuesday
October 7th

Special Olympics
Equestrian Tournament

Windrush Farm
North Andover, MA

OCTOBER TBD

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS
Alannah
Amanda
Graciela

Iris 
I sa 

Jane 
Lilah 
Lil ly 

Monika
Penelope

Rafael 
Sarah
Saro

Sarah and Samwise
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